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Bounce-back in global clean energy investment continues, with 

first quarter total up 31% year-on-year 
 

New financial investment in clean energy worldwide totalled $27.3bn in the first quarter of 
2010, up sharply from $20.8bn in the same period of last year but down from $31.6bn in the 
fourth quarter of 2009. The latest data from Bloomberg New Energy Finance, the world’s 
leading analysis company on clean energy and carbon markets, show that two of the 
strongest features of investment in Q1 were – once again – China, and the finance of wind 
farms. 
 
Bloomberg New Energy Finance’s quarterly figures cover financial investment – asset finance of 
wind farms, solar parks, biofuel plants and other projects; and public market, venture capital and 
private equity finance for clean energy companies.  
 
Investment in clean energy assets in China in the first quarter was $6.5bn, the largest for any 
country, while investment in wind farms worldwide was $14.1bn, easily the biggest for any 
renewable energy sector. Both were down from peak levels in the third quarter of 2009, but they 
were 24% and 43% respectively above the equivalent figures for Q1 2009.  
 
The latest quarterly figures, compiled from Bloomberg New Energy Finance's proprietary Industry 
Intelligence database of global investment activity and projects, shows that there was an uptick in 
asset finance in the US. It rose to $3.5bn in Q1, from $2.4bn in Q4, and recorded its strongest 
quarter since Q2 2009, helped by a $394m construction debt package for the Alta Wind Energy 
Center in Tehachapi, California. 
 
Europe, by contrast showed a slowdown for projects such as wind farms and solar parks, down to 
$4bn in the first quarter, from $6bn in Q4 and $7.6bn in Q1 2009. This reflects the fact that 
although a stream of small European wind and solar projects clinched debt and equity finance 
between January and March this year, few larger ones did. 
 
One of the most striking figures was the Q1 2010 total for venture capital and private equity - at 
$2.9bn, an improvement on $1.7bn in Q4 last year and $1.6bn in the first quarter of 2009. Among 
the bigger deals was a $350m Series B round for US electric vehicle infrastructure firm Better 
Place and a $219m expansion capital round for Brazilian wind firm Energimp. Like asset finance, 
venture capital and private equity investment dropped from a peak before the financial crisis to a 
low point in early 2009. It is now rebounding as the prospects of IPOs and trade sales of portfolio 
companies improves. 
 
Public market investment came in at $2bn in the first quarter of this year, up from the dismal 
$0.3bn recorded in Q1 2009, immediately after the worst phase of the financial crisis. However 
the latest quarter was well down on Q4’s $5.8bn, and one of the few significant transactions was 
a $202m issue of shares by US-based but UK-listed Clipper Windpower to UTC Corporation. 
 
Corporate merger and acquisition activity between January and March 2010 was $5.2bn, almost 
reaching the $5.6bn in Q4 and nearly three times the $1.9bn figure realised in Q1 2009. 
Consolidation is continuing to take place in several clean energy sectors, and the largest 



 

 

acquisition of the quarter was Bunge’s purchase of the Moema ethanol business in Brazil for 
$896m. 
 
Michael Liebreich, chief executive of Bloomberg New Energy Finance, commented: “Q1 2010 
was another encouraging quarter for investment in clean energy around the world - not quite back 
up to the peaks of 2007, but showing solid progress.  It was not helped by the cold snap in the 
Northern Hemisphere, the traditional sluggish start to the year for stock market equity raising, and 
the time it is still taking to put together ‘clubs’ of banks for debt finance. Considering the 
weakness of electricity prices and uncertainty over future feed-in tariffs in Germany and some 
other countries, this was a good result. 
 
“We stick to our forecast that 2010 will see record overall new investment in clean energy. We 
expect the year’s total to end up between $175bn and $200bn, compared to last year’s $162bn. 
Next quarter should be interesting - there is a strong pipeline of potential IPO activity,” Liebreich 
said. 
 
The first quarter number for asset finance in China underlines the message of a study that 
Bloomberg New Energy Finance produced in conjunction with Pew Charitable Trusts in March. 
This showed the extent to which China has overtaken the US to become the global leader in 
attracting clean energy investment. 
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ABOUT BLOOMBERG NEW ENERGY FINANCE 
 
Bloomberg New Energy Finance is the world’s leading independent provider of news, data, 
research and analysis to decision-makers in renewable energy, carbon markets, energy smart 
technologies, carbon capture and storage, and nuclear power. The group has staff of more than 
130, based in London, Washington D.C., New York, Beijing, New Delhi, Hyderabad, Cape Town, 
São Paulo, Singapore, and Sydney. 
 
Bloomberg New Energy Finance Insight Services provide deep market analysis to investors in 
wind, solar, bioenergy, geothermal, carbon capture and storage, energy efficiency, and nuclear 
power. The group offers Insight Services for each of the major emerging carbon markets: 
European, Global Kyoto, Australia, and the US, where it covers the planned regional markets as 
well as potential federal initiatives and the voluntary carbon market. Bloomberg New Energy 
Finance’s Industry Intelligence Service provides access to the world’s most comprehensive 
database of investors and investments in clean energy and carbon. The News and Briefing 
Service is the leading global news service focusing on clean energy investment. The group also 
undertakes applied research on behalf of clients and runs senior-level networking events. 
 
New Energy Finance Limited was acquired by Bloomberg L.P. in December 2009, and its services and 
products are now owned and distributed by Bloomberg Finance L.P., except that Bloomberg L.P. and its 
subsidiaries (BLP) distribute these products in Argentina, Bermuda, China, India, Japan, and Korea. 
 
For more information on Bloomberg New Energy Finance: 
http://www.newenergyfinance.com 
 



 

 

 
ABOUT BLOOMBERG 
 
Bloomberg is the world’s most trusted source of information for businesses and professionals. 
Bloomberg combines innovative technology with unmatched analytic, data, news, display and 
distribution capabilities, to deliver critical information via the BLOOMBERG PROFESSIONAL® 
service and multimedia platforms. Bloomberg's media services cover the world with more than 
2,200 news and multimedia professionals at 146 bureaus in 72 countries. The BLOOMBERG 
TELEVISION® 24-hour network delivers smart television to more than 240 million homes. 
BLOOMBERG RADIO® services broadcast via SIRIUS XM Radio and 1worldspaceTM satellite 
radio globally and on WBBR 1130AM in New York. The award-winning monthly BLOOMBERG 
MARKETS® magazine, Bloomberg BusinessWeek magazine and the BLOOMBERG.COM® 
financial news and information Web site provide news and insight to businesses and investors. 
For more information, please visit http://www.bloomberg.com. 
 
The BLOOMBERG PROFESSIONAL service and data products are owned and distributed by Bloomberg 
Finance L.P. (BFLP) except that Bloomberg L.P. and its subsidiaries (BLP) distribute these products in 
Argentina, Bermuda, China, India, Japan and Korea. BLOOMBERG and BLOOMBERG NEWS are 
trademarks and service marks of Bloomberg Finance L.P., a Delaware limited partnership, or its 
subsidiaries. All rights reserved.  
 
 


