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OPEN DATA AND “CROWDSOURCING” CAN HELP DEVELOPING COUNTRIES MAKE CRUCIAL DECISIONS
ON ENERGY PLANNING

London and Vienna, 25 June 2012. Decisions on energy policies and associated investment are among
the most difficult facing countries – particularly in developing economies. On them may depend
billions of dollars, and even determine whether energy services are available to the poor.
The paper, Open Source Software And Crowdsourcing For Energy Analysis, co‐authored by nine experts
on energy decision‐making, examines how open data and so‐called “crowdsourcing” – the out‐sourcing
of tasks to a distributed group of people – can assist developing countries.
Governmental acceptance and adoption of open data has been growing rapidly with examples ranging
from the US and the UK, to Kenya and Ghana.
The document provides a survey of existing research, and also explores the potential role that linked,
open data can play in both supporting analysis, and in enhancing public engagement with energy issues.
The paper argues that open modelling efforts can improve the utility and accessibility of energy models,
and also lower the cost of data collection and management.
“Applying these innovative tools and methods into energy sector analytics will considerably help the job
of policy‐makers and investors. It will also require ongoing international support” said Morgan Bazilian,
the paper’s lead author.
In April 2012, Robert Zoellick, President of the World Bank, ‘tweeted’, "Open information, open data,
and open access to knowledge may turn out to be the most important legacy of the past five years.”
Still, the transformative impacts of applying open source software (OSS) and data as well as associated
training tools are in the early stages of adoption in the area of energy system analysis.
The paper is being submitted for publication in peer‐reviewed literature, and comments are welcome on
the draft. The working paper can be found at: http://www.bnef.com/WhitePapers/view/108
It was written by: Morgan Bazilian of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization; Andrew
Rice of Cambridge University; Juliana Rotich of Ushahidi, Mark Howells of the Royal Swedish Institute of
Technology, Joseph DeCarolis of North Carolina State University, Stuart Macmillan of Stanford
University, Cameron Brooks of Tendril Networks, Florian Bauer of the Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Partnership, and Michael Liebreich of Bloomberg New Energy Finance. A final version of the
paper will be published in the Elsevier journal, Energy Policy.
For further information:
Morgan Bazilian
UNIDO
m.bazilian@unido.org

Michael Liebreich
Bloomberg New Energy Finance
mliebreich@bloomberg.net

+22 203 216 4834
ABOUT BLOOMBERG NEW ENERGY FINANCE

Bloomberg New Energy Finance is the world’s leading independent provider of news, data, research and
analysis to decision makers in renewable energy, energy smart technologies, carbon markets, carbon
capture and storage, and nuclear power. Bloomberg New Energy Finance has a staff of 200, based in
London, Washington D.C., New York, Tokyo, Beijing, New Delhi, Singapore, Hong Kong, Sydney, Cape
Town, São Paulo and Zurich.
Bloomberg New Energy Finance serves leading investors, corporates and governments around the
world. Its Insight Services provide deep market analysis on wind, solar, bioenergy, geothermal, carbon
capture and storage, smart grid, energy efficiency, and nuclear power. The group also offers Insight
Services for each of the major emerging carbon markets: European, Global Kyoto, Australia, and the
U.S., where it covers the planned regional markets as well as potential federal initiatives and the
voluntary carbon market. Bloomberg New Energy Finance’s Industry Intelligence Service provides access
to the world’s most reliable and comprehensive database of investors and investments in clean energy
and carbon. The News and Briefing Service is the leading global news service focusing on clean energy
investment. The group also undertakes applied research on behalf of clients and runs senior level
networking events.
New Energy Finance Limited was acquired by Bloomberg L.P. in December 2009, and its services and
products are now owned and distributed by Bloomberg Finance L.P., except that Bloomberg L.P. and its
subsidiaries distribute these products in Argentina, Bermuda, China, India, Japan, and Korea. For more
information on Bloomberg New Energy Finance: http://www.bnef.com.
ABOUT BLOOMBERG
Bloomberg is the world’s most trusted source of information for businesses and professionals.
Bloomberg combines innovative technology with unmatched analytic, data, news, display and
distribution capabilities, to deliver critical information via the BLOOMBERG PROFESSIONAL® service and
Multimedia platforms. Bloomberg's media services cover the world with more than 2,300 news and
Multimedia professionals at 146 bureaus in 72 countries. The BLOOMBERG TELEVISION® 24‐hour
network reaches more than 240 million homes. BLOOMBERG RADIO® services broadcast via Sirius XM
Radio and 1worldspace™ satellite radio globally and on WBBR 1130AM in New York. BLOOMBERG
MARKETS® magazine, Bloomberg Businessweek magazine and the BLOOMBERG.COM® Web site provide
news and insight to business leaders and financial professionals. For more information, please visit
http://www.bloomberg.com .
The BLOOMBERG PROFESSIONAL service and data products are owned and distributed by Bloomberg Finance L.P. (BFLP) except
that Bloomberg L.P. and its subsidiaries (BLP) distribute these products in Argentina, Bermuda, China, India, Japan and Korea.
BLOOMBERG, BLOOMBERG NEWS, BLOOMBERG TELEVISION, BLOOMBERG RADIO, BLOOMBERG MARKETS AND
BLOOMBERG.COM are trademarks and service marks of Bloomberg Finance L.P., a Delaware limited partnership, or its
subsidiaries. All rights reserved.

